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W hen Tiago was ten, a boy at summer camp bet him $20 that 
he wouldn’t have the guts to eat fried worms. Tiago took 
the bet. The worms were gross, but Tiago pretended he 

loved them. “These curly fries are amazing!” he said, stuffing his 
face with worms. Tiago won $20. He also proved he was fearless.

The other kids cheered. A few said, “Respect!” which felt even 
better than winning the money.



But now that Tiago was an entrepreneur, he needed a different kind 
of courage. He needed the courage to talk to Mr. Horton, the owner 
of Horton’s Hardware.

And not just talk. Tiago had to ask Mr. Horton for a bunch of 
gardening supplies. But Tiago would rather have eaten a bucket of 
wormy fries than ask Mr. Horton for free stuff.

Tiago and his friends Mia and Kiara needed supplies to build 
Beanstalk Gardens, their startup. Tiago especially needed a 
weed whacker, which cost $149.

But they only had $28 and some change. All they could afford 
was a puny gardening fork! How would they ever be able to 
weed a garden with a fork?



If Tiago couldn’t convince Mr. Horton to help, there would be no 
Beanstalk Gardens. Without Beanstalk Gardens, Tiago and his 
friends wouldn’t be able to compete in the Moonshots Contest at 
school. 

Some other kids would win a flight on the rocket ship JupiterOne! 

Tiago couldn’t let that happen.

He’d rather eat a fried rat. But fried rodent wasn’t on the menu.

Tiago scratched his head. The stakes were high. Cash was low. 

The smart thing was to ask.



Mia and Kiara had offered to go to Horton’s with Tiago, but he 
knew he had to do it alone. He wanted to impress them. Even more, 
he wanted to prove to himself that he had what it takes to be an 
entrepreneur.

“If I fail at this, I’ll be a total cosmic failure,” Tiago thought.  
“And my life as an entrepreneur will be over!”

On Saturday morning, Tiago marched down the street to Horton’s 
Hardware.

He went straight to the back of the store to Mr. Horton’s office. 
Through the half-open door, Tiago saw Mr. Horton at his desk.

For a moment Tiago almost lost his nerve, but instead he took a deep  
breath and said to himself, “Activate ASKING MODE!”


